FEBRUARY 7

Mr. Astor has been pressing father to accept the Presi-
dency of the United States Bank, but he will not hear of it.
He had rather a disagreeable experience to-day. Some
most extraordinary Americans called. The rule is for
them simply to write their names and addresses, but they
insisted upon seeing father. He received them with
great civility, but the moment they commenced to speak
I gauged what sort of people they were. They did not
request father to present them at Court, but absolutely
demanded it as a right. Now he has made it a rule not
to present anybody unless they hold some distinguished
position in their own country. These people were abso-
lutely impossible. Father quietly but firmly said, "I
regret not being able to present you." They demanded
the reason why in the most insolent manner. Father
rang the bell, and when the footman appeared simply
said, "Show these gentlemen to the door." They
commenced to use the most disgraceful language. I
with the help of Mr. Sheldon insisted upon their leaving.
Father with a bow left the room by another door. It is
really dreadful he should be subjected to such indignity.
He has now given an order that in future nobody is to be
ushered into his presence without first being interviewed
by Mr. Sheldon or myself.

FEBRUARY 12

There seem to be internal troubles all over France. Mon-
sieur is suspected of starting the agitation. They say
the Due d' Orleans is also stirring up discontent.
I do not even intend looking at the Carnival this year,
much less taking part in it. I suppose I have sown about
one-half or, say, three-quarters of my wild oats. I am
glad that father and I are on the best of terms, and I am
quite convinced we always will be. Madame Bonaparte
dines here continually; she is certainly a most delightful
and entertaining person. I rarely hear her say an ill-

201more than wit or beauty, tact. When I dine or sup with
